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L' Evolution Juridique dans les Diverses Races Humaines. 
Par Ch. Letourneau. Paris, Lecrosnier et Babe\ 1891. — 8vo, 
xxii, 540 pp. 

The industrious secretary of the Socitik d' Anthropologic has pub- 
lished in rapid succession a series of volumes which collectively cover 
a wide field of study. One is a discussion of Science and Materialism, 
another is a treatise on Biology, and a third is on the Physiology of 
the Passions. These serve as a scientific groundwork for the well- 
known volume on Sociology based on Ethnography. This, in turn, 
constitutes a general introduction to more special sociological works, 
namely: L 'Evolution de la Morale; L 'Evolution du Mariage et de la 
Eamille ; L 'Evolution de la Propriiti ; Z' Evolution Politique dans les 
Diverses Paces Humaines, and finally, the present volume on juridical 
evolution. As the reader will at once surmise, M. Letourneau's 
studies bear much resemblance to Mr. Spencer's sociological works. 
His views and conclusions are in general agreement with Mr. 
Spencer's, though he is independent, and in numberless points of 
detail arrives at different results. The essential difference, however, 
is one of method. Mr. Spencer uses the ethnographic inductive 
method largely, but he is also deductive and philosophical. M. 
Letourneau has not so strong a grasp of general causes as has Mr. 
Spencer, but on the historical and ethnographic side he is more 
thorough and minute. His method is strictly ethnographical and 
his work must stand or fall according to the care and critical judg- 
ment that he has put into it. His position should have placed at 
his command practically all the materials in existence, and should 
have made him an expert authority on their relative values ; but the 
impression left by his pages is in these respects somewhat disappoint- 
ing. There is no discussion of the validity of sources used, nor any 
attempt, such as one finds in McLennan and Westermarck, to weigh 
critically the importance of evidence. The reader must simply take 
it for granted that M. Letourneau has made sure of his facts. There 
is no sufficient reason, however, to doubt that in the main the facts 
are as alleged, or that the conclusions drawn from them will in most 
cases be verified by further research. 

In studies of this kind, moreover, there is a certain safety in the 
mere extent of the phenomena surveyed. The present work examines 
the evolution of justice in savage tribes, in the barbaric monarchies 
of ancient times in China, Arabia, Judea and Persia, in Greece and 
Rome, among the Slavic and Germanic peoples and under the feudal 
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system. The origin of justice and the more important stages of its 
development are found to be everywhere the same. The steps by 
which private revenge becomes social revenge should be a matter of 
familiar knowledge by this time, for they have been fully presented 
and discussed in recent years, even in semi-popular works like Judge 
Holmes's lectures on the History of the Common Law ; yet M. 
Letourneau is able to impart a considerable degree of fresh interest 
to the subject by examining it in its relation to physiological reflex 
action. He shows that no line can be drawn where reflex action 
passes into conscious revenge, or between the reflex action that is 
merely individual and that which is essentially social. This is not 
only interesting ; it is important, as throwing a new light on the 
position so vigorously maintained by Justice Stephen, in his History 
of the Criminal Law of England, that the feeling of vengeance 
toward criminals, so far from being wicked or a mere shameful 
survival of brutality that civilization ought to eradicate, is essentially 
moral and certainly indestructible. It must be rationalized and 
tempered, but must always remain the motive power of justice. 
The progressive rationalizing and tempering step by step with the 
socializing of vengeance is M. Letourneau's thesis, but in a few 
concluding words of speculation on the future of juridical evolution 
he goes quite beyond his facts and falls into the error that Justice 
Stephen warns us against. He complains that the courts still 
consider themselves charged with a mission of vengeance, and 
affirms that "future justice will not chastise ; it will only work for 
social preservation and, if possible, for education." The belief is 
humane, but falls somewhat short of scientific precision. 

Franklin H. Giddings. 

Imperial Federation: The Problem of National Unity. By 
George R. Parkin. London and New York, Macmillan & Co., 
1892. — i2mo, xii, 314 pp., with map. 

The subject of this book is probably the most important, although 
perhaps not the most pressing, political problem that confronts the 
world to-day If, as Bluntschli says, " only in the universal empire 
will the true human state be revealed," then the nearest approxima- 
tion to that empire that is at all probable or possible in the immediate 
future, the federated union of Great Britain and her colonies, must 
prove a matter worthy not only to be considered but even to be 
desired by us all. 



